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Looking Ahead 
At the next Management Committee 

in March we will be discussing the 

question of recruitment, something 

that needs addressing with speed and 

urgency. We can no longer bury our 

heads in the sand and ignore the age 

profile problem, of which you must 

all be aware. It would be great to 

have interest from children, 

teenagers and “20” somethings, 

although that may be a pipedream, 

but at the very least we must target 

the 30+, 40+ and 50+ age groups. 

How do we do that? The website and 

other marketing will help but these 

do not replace the personal touch. 

We, and that means everybody and 

not just the Committee, must make 

serious efforts to introduce new and 

younger members to this great club. 

Get your thinking caps on; 

suggestions from you will be most 

welcome and will be considered at 

the March meeting. Please speak to 

me about this. 
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Chairman Keith Banks Comments 
 

As I start my second year as your Chairman I am very 

encouraged by the attendance at the AGM and by your 

positive response to the redrafting of the club’s 

constitution. Thank you again to Ken, Sheila and 

George for all their efforts with that redrafting. Copies 

of the new constitution will be available at the 

Subscription/Social evening on 22
nd

 January.  

 

. 
 

 Club Members Problems 
One of the hazards of the winter weather is the amount of illness affecting 

most of us in some form or other and once again age profile raises its ugly 

head. Aches and pains, flu’, even shingles – you name it we’ve had it. But I 

am sure you will not mind if I single out Doris and Buck in particular. Over 

the past few weeks they have both seen so much of the Norfolk & Norwich 

Hospital, long waits in A & E and repeated visits to the wards for Buck’s 

two spells as a patient. On behalf of us all may I wish them both good 

health in the coming weeks and a return to the club very shortly. 

Improvements to Clubhouse 
As I write this report the new 

conservatory is in the process of 

being erected and I do hope that all 

members will be happy with the 

finished article. It would not have 

been possible for work to proceed so 

well without the forward planning of 

Denny Gardiner and Alan Sparrow, 

who took out the electrics and the 

gas-fired radiator in the old 

conservatory. Alan will be looking at 

the best way of providing the new 

heating and the generous loans 

members have made to the Club will 

be very useful. Thank you very much 

for those loans, most of which will 

be repaid this calendar year, and 

which will also help with other 

infrastructure improvements. In the 

short term we have committed 

already to purchasing new wooden 

boards for the fringe of the green and 

to replacing damaged fencing by the 

railway line. 
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More from Keith 

Entertainments Committee 
 

Social activities are well 

planned into April – see the 

noticeboard, also the next  

Item in this newsletter from  

the Entertainments Committee. 

 

In conclusion I make the same 

point as always. If you have 

moans or complaints, don’t 

keep them to yourself – 

Committee members are always 

on hand! 

 

 

Good luck for the rest of what is 

proving a very successful Short 

Mat season. It won’t be long, 

believe me, before we will be 

wearing thermals and bowling 

outside. 
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QUIZ SATURDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 2005 7.00PM FOR 7.30PM START 

(See Coming Shortly Notice above) 

 

Heather and I are sponsoring our annual quiz which will again take the form of a “drive” and which 

will have a theme of “childhood and schooldays”.  Most of you are in your second childhood 

anyway and will be quite at home. Pleas for help. Firstly, we want photographs of you all aged 10 

and under; Bill Adcock will scan these into his PC and the originals will be returned immediately. 

Photos to Bill or myself, please. Secondly, we need things to help decorate the clubhouse. Use your 

imagination, but examples might be old cricket bats and hockey sticks, the old panoramic school 

photographs, caps, gym slips, school ties, exercise books – anything that fits the theme. Please give 

these to Heather or me – we will take great care of them.  Lastly, feel free to dress up for the evening 

(although it’s not compulsory). The opportunities are endless – Cubs and Brownies,  

St Trinians, Baby Doll outfits, School football team, Nit Nurses etc.   

John Winup 
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Short Mat & Summer Teams 
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Short Mat Chairman’s Comments 

 The Short Mat season so far has been another 

very healthy one. Mat Fees are up on last year, an 

improvement only partly due to the move to tea 

and biscuits catering for our home league matches 

against other clubs. The mats are actually being 

used more. 
 

 The internal competitions have been well -

supported with the Autumn League and Tuesday 

Afternoon League producing some good matches 

and with fierce battles for the leading positions. 

The pressure on mat space has meant that the  

Autumn League has run into January but a follow-

up competition has been arranged (see George 

Barber’s report). 

 Roll-Ups have gone very well also. The Club 

Championships are underway, a little belatedly 

perhaps but with increased entries. I endorse 

George’s plea to play all matches by the required 

completion dates. 

 With two teams in the Breckland League, one 

in the South Norfolk League, and one in the Tens 

League, we have upheld our position as one of the  

most competitive clubs in the County. Currently 

Connaught ‘A’ is leading the Breckland League 

and will be fighting hard to retain the title. 

 Sadly, Connaught ‘B’ is bottom of the same 

League but results have improved of late. Thank 

you to Bob Oatway for his recent coaching 

sessions for the ‘B’ team. (There are still players in 

this Club who would strengthen that team if they 

made themselves available and got out of their 

internal comfort zone!) 

 With a squad chosen deliberately from a mix of 

players, the South Norfolk team just aims to be as 

competitive as possible and with 7 wins and 5 

defeats is doing very well.  

The small but dedicated Tens League squad is 

doing remarkably well  in a very strong 

competition and as I write is in third position.  
 

 May I thank everyone, captains and officials, 

for all their hard work, I will not mention names in 

case I overlook somebody! 
 

KEN LURCOCK 

 

Short Mat Internal Competitions  

 

 A new draw for the Spring Thursday/Friday 

and Spring Tuesday Afternoon Leagues will take 

place on Sunday 23
rd

 January, from about 12 

noon in the Bar. So far over 30 names have been 

submitted for each League. 
 

 The list will be up soon for the Thurgood 

Shield (Drawn Pairs), which will take place 

during late March/early April. 
 

Please make sure you play your Competition 

Games by the due date. 
 

A Look ahead to Summer Teams 
 

 Ashill Mixed League. This is very popular 

with Connaught members and we actually had  

too many people available for three teams last 

year. 

 

 This year we will run four teams (A, B, C, 

and D) and look to members to put their names 

on the list in due course. 
 

 We will be running the usual two teams in 

the Men’s EBA League and one team in the 

Ladies’ Breckland League and entering 

various cup competitions. 
 

 We have been allocated only one Tourist 

game this year, reflecting the reduced numbers 

of touring teams visiting the area.  

To compensate and to get more friendly 

matches, I am contacting teams in Suffolk and 

Essex for weekend games. 
 

 

George Barber 
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the Club. As do a lot of other 

members, as recently shown 

with the loans given towards the 

cost of the new improved 

conservatory for spectators. 

Let’s hope the bowling will 

match those new viewing 

facilities! 
 

 The list for those wanting to 

play in the E.B.A. this season 

will be up shortly (you can never 

get prepared early enough). Get 

your names down! 
 

 The E.B.A. games start on 

Wednesday 4
th

 May and finish 

on Wednesday 27
th

 July subject 

to any postponed games 

(hopefully not through bad 

weather). 

 

 The Green should be 

opening on Saturday 23
rd

 April, 

followed that evening with a 

social function on the theme of 

St George’s Day (lots of red and 

white flags required, but Cross 

of St George and not Arsenal). 
 

 The list for Dennis Moore 

Men’s League, which is played 

on Monday evenings, will also 

be going up shortly. Watch all 

spaces! 
 

  Good luck to everyone as 

we look forward to the new 

season 

 

Mike Parsons 
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Ladies’ Captain’s Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TALES OF THE BAR MANAGER 
 

 Slightly sad this time round; the  Bar Manager is in decline. No more stories of uproar and 

debauchery in the shadiest parts of Attleborough, but an emerging picture of a rather frail old man. The 

story started with fear about bowel movements (or lack of them) before the autumn holiday to Lanzarote. 

Vera was forced to buy in supplies of Senokot and Imodium (and was most affronted when the sales 

assistant thought they were for her). He survived the holiday but, back at home, it was found he needed a 

softer pillow. Vera had to replace his old blue and white striped pillow, stuffed with horsehair and going 

back to their days in the Fens, which could tell many a tale of hectic nights out. 

Full of tender loving care, she also bought him his very own standard lamp and he can now alternate 

between Sky TV and Martina Cole novels without moving from his armchair. Even more extraordinary, 

he is now drinking nourishing glasses of milk in the evenings. To cap it all he crashed the car, at great 

expense, when trying to park by the florist in the town centre – yes, he was even taking Vera to buy 

flowers! He is still managing his Friday morning brag school in the Wymondham Snooker Centre and 

plays Wednesday morning bowls at Ashill (with other old men) but he is not the fearsome man we once 

knew. Can he recover for the summer? This SAGA will continue.    
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 Just a brief word about the 

Men’s E.B.A. for the coming 

season. As elected Captain, I 

hope we still have the will to 

improve our positions in the 

leagues from last year’s, when 

the ‘A’ team just missed out 

on promotion and the ‘B’ team 

finished mid-table. 
 

 This still means being able 

to enjoy the game and bowling 

in general. Stan Groom has 

agreed to continue as Captain 

of the ‘B’ team; I thank Stan 

for this and know that he and I 

will work well together. 
 

  A captain’s task can be 

thankless but taking on the job 

shows that people care about  

 It has been six years since I was previously 

Ladies’ Captain; where have the years gone? At 

that time I shared the pleasure of captaincy with 

Mr R Passmore (he did the Men, of course) and 

surely it can only get easier! If you should read 

this, Dick, only joking because we did have 

quite a few laughs in those three years.  

 Well, I have not got much to say other than 

to thank Liz Bebb and Joyce Hazell who are 

helping with the Joan Barry League and the 

Friendlies. Thank you both. 

 

 

 

 

 I shall be putting up a list on 22
nd

 January for 

names for the Breckland and Joan Barry 

Leagues, so please do not be shy. Put your name 

on that list!  

 Hopefully the weather will be good to us and 

we will have a happy, healthy, and friendly 

bowling season. Any problems or queries, please 

do not hesitate to contact me Your Captain for 

2005 
 

Sylvia Parsons 
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Future Newsletters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WEBSITE  www.connaughtbowlsclub.com 

     We will continue to publish quarterly and 
the next edition will be in April, between the 

winter and summer seasons.                             

We have abandoned the original plan of just 

making the Newsletter available on the website 

and leaving a few printed copies at the Club. 
 

      People wanted their personal copy.  It is 

expensive to produce in its present format; 

colour print cartridges cost a lot of money. 

Printing and distribution costs have totalled 

some £50-£60 with each edition. But we will 

not lower standards.  

      We are very grateful to those people who 
have offered to print off free of charge 6 copies 

each (Owen and Margaret Newland, Bob 

and Elaine Oatway, Liz Bebb, Derek Liles, 

Mike Parsons, Phil King, Bill Adcock, John 

Winup) 
 

       This will reduce costs this time round. But 

we do need more of you for the next edition. 

Names to Bill or John, please. 
 

     If anybody would like to contribute a 

feature, regular or one-off, let Bill or John 

know. 

 

    Bill Adcock and John Winup 
have beavered away on the 

website, which in particular gives 

a very thorough and no holds 

barred coverage of the Club’s 

competitive matches in summer 

and winter. 

 

       All the internal competitions 

are covered as well. See the 

Results Page. The self-edit 

facility has been invaluable 
 

       We have a lot of space 

available and are aiming to store 

previous  

 

seasons as we move on to new 

ones; these past details will be 

concealed but available at one 

click of the mouse. In similar 

fashion, all past Newsletters are 

stored. 
 

       We are looking to update the 

Photo’s and Club History on the 

Information Page, 

   (Roy West, we’re after you!)  

and to introduce up to date news 

flashes  ( Bar Manager – car 

crash outside  florist’s).  

      We have one or two minor 

technical problems, for example 

why does the print colour change 

of its own accord, and are 

discussing these with the 

designer of the site. 
 

      If feasible – it will be a big 

printing job – we will display a 

hard copy snapshot of the site at 

the Club at the end of the Short 

Mat season. The best advice is to 

get online and get the news daily!   

Final Note on Mixed Bowls 
 

     By this, of course, we mean men and women playing in the same competitions! Compared with many 

clubs, Connaught is very lucky in having lots of lady players (dare we say that they do rather better than 

the men, year in year out, in their external competitions!). This does enable us to play in various mixed 

competitions, internal and external. 
 

     Firstly, the ASHILL MIXED LEAGUE (External). As George Barber points out in his report, we 

have entered a fourth team this season (at time of writing, the League has still to confirm acceptance). 

When the list goes up, please put your names on it! As with Short Mat, there are good players in this 

Club who, for whatever reason, are reluctant to play league bowls against other clubs. The Ashill is very 

popular, in part because it is more informal. No catering, no raffles, turn up, play, and a quick drink with 

the opposition – that’s about the size of it. Give it a try! Russell Hales is captaining the ‘A’ team, Alan 

Sparrow the ‘B’ team, and Heather Winup the ‘C’. The ‘D’ team captain will be appointed when entry 

is confirmed. 
 

     Secondly, George Barber will be putting up the list for the internal SUMMER MIXED LEAGUE, 

played on Thursday and Friday evenings. This is where all players in the Club, whatever their playing 

standard, meet up for friendly but still competitive bowls. Again, names on list!   
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