
When you read this Newslet-
ter I shall be almost at the 
end of my three year term as 
your Chairman. It has been 
an experience that I have 
enjoyed immensely but it 
would not have been possi-
ble without the unfailing 
support of my fellow officers 
and other members of the 
Management Committee. A 
word about the working of 
the Committee during my 
term of office. At all times 
the discussions and any re-
sultant voting have focused 
on how to benefit and en-
hance the playing conditions 
and the general facilities for 
the majority of members. 
 

To list my thanks to every-
one who has kept the Club 
on an even keel would mean 
a report stretching to many 
pages. However, I would like 
to mention two people who 
in my mind have “made a 
difference” in recent months. 

 

Firstly, when Gordon 
Taylor had to retire 
through ill-health 
finding a new cleaner 
seemed to present a 
problem. However, 
Derek Liles had an 
idea. Lo and behold 
Ralf appeared on the 
scene and his efforts 
have resulted in a 
clubhouse that is 
clean and immaculate. Well 
done, Ralf. 
 

Secondly, Ken Ramsbottom 
suggested to the Committee 
that we should look for  rev-
enue via advertising around 
the green. The Committee 
agreed and during the ensu-
ing months Ken not only 
persuaded ten companies to 
take part but arranged for the 
signs to be printed and erect-
ed. As a result the Club has 
received a boost in revenue. 
Well done, Ken. A big thank 

you to our advertisers – see 
the reminder page in this 
Newsletter. 
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T 
he Short Mat season will now get 
into full swing. Both in Short Mat 

and outside it is important to support 
your elected captains. They often have a 
difficult task selecting a balanced team, 
particularly if they have many 
people indicating their wish to 
play in a particular league. It is 
then that non-selection can give 
rise to some frustration. Don’t 
“bottle” that frustration but talk 
to the captains involved; they 
will not mind and will explain 
the situation as they see it. 
 

•  The Entertainments Commit-
tee has injected new life into our so-
cial activities; thank you one and all. 
Please watch the noticeboard for events 
up to Christmas and give them your sup-
port. 
•  Over my period of office we have 

introduced many new members to the 
Club and they appear to have integrated 
well both on the playing and the social 
side. Successful recruitment does not 
happen overnight and in our case is due 

to several 
factors, for 
example a 
good website, 
public coach-
ing sessions 
and also word 
of mouth. 
Many people 

are involved and thank you once again.  
 

•   Once again our ladies excelled on the 
catering front and a thousand thanks 
from me (the number of sandwiches you 
seem to do during the season). 
•   I am confident that I leave the Club 
in good order, both from the member-

ship and the infrastructure points of 
view. Best wishes for the rest of 2006 
and the year ahead to the new Chair-
man, officers and Committee. 
 

•  In conclusion it would have been 
impossible to have spent my three years 
as your Chairman without the support 
and patience of my wife, Hazel.  
Thanks to her for understanding the 
need to attend to many matters very 
quickly; my period of office was 
marked by this attitude 

 

Keith Banks 
(Club Chairman) 

 

 

Still with the Club Chairman's Report  

100 Club  

U 
nder Vera’s firm guidance and control, the Draw will take place on Sunday 17  
December. The Bar will be open from 12.00pm. 

 

    Vera has placed a large box in the Bar for donated prizes and has put on the Bar 
noticeboard the first card containing the squares for you to buy at 25p per go. The tin 
for your cash as usual will be on the Bar counter. New members will soon get the 
hang of it! 
 

Club AGM  
Friday 17 November 2006  

At 7.30PM 
 

M 
ainly for those of you never seen in the winter – just note the date.       
Notices will be issued later in the usual way. 
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Outdoor Club Leagues To End My Report 

The Bar will stay open at Sunday 
lunchtimes during October, with Sun-
day 29 October being the last session. 
After that there will be no more regular 
Sunday opening until 1 April 2007. 
Occasional openings, for special 
events, will be advertised separately. 
An example will be Sunday 17 Decem-
ber, when Vera will hold the Christmas 
Draw. 
 

Unfortunately you, the members, 
have voted with your feet and there is 
no point in asking volunteer bar staff to 
open up for very few customers.  

Bar Opening on Sundays 
Christmas Draw 2006 

The Entertainments  
Committee has injected  
new life into our social  

activities;  

Bar Manager  
Ivor   

Ivor,s Controller 
Phil King   



W 
e took a major decision at the 
outset by merging the Joan Barry 

and Dennis Moore Leagues and calling 
the Thursday/Friday competition the 
“Barry/Moore League”. 
A trifle confusing, per-
haps, but it seemed to 
work. The one league 
gave us a good internal 
competition throughout a 
very busy season and 
created more space for 
the many external fix-
tures. 
 

  The first Barry/Moore 
winning block was led by the bionic 
Ken Lurcock, new knee and all, ably 
supported by Sheila, Len and new mem-

ber, Eric. “Well Done” to all of you.  
 

  Next year we must try to start this 
league a    little earlier to avoid going 

deep into Sep-
tember and to 
give a catch-up 
period for com-
petitions in the 
middle of the 
season. We 
should be look-
ing for 12-13 
blocks, so re-
member to get 

your names down early 

  Thank you to Bill for all the printing 
work and for helping me to reschedule 

the rained-off evenings. All this takes 
time and thought. Thank you again to 
Denny and his helpers. 
 

  A true story. One member, having 
bowling delivery problems, was advised 
to stand in front of a mirror, look at the 
delivery action and identify the problem. 
“How did you get on?” No good” was 
the reply with a shake of the head. 
“Why?” “I could not recognise the    
person in the mirror.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  So to next 
year. Nobby 
will not look like 
a high plains 
drifter…..Ivor will have antiphobic ther-
apy about playing in the rain…..Jim 
Ross will no longer    finish in the 
dark…..John Meen will run a course on 
how to play for wicks (I have been on it 
and it works). 
 

Until next season.  
Good Bowling or whatever 

 

 

MIKE PARSONS 

(Competition Secretary)  
                                                                       

4 months, we are a very busy club. 
 

F 
irstly a few thoughts on the external 
season. On behalf of Stan and my-

self, a big thank you to all the Ladies 
who did the catering throughout the sea-
son to the very high standards they    
always maintain.                                          

W 
e had a mixed season in the EBA 
leagues after last year’s promo-

T 
his year has been very busy for the 
Club overall, including several 

more tourist games than usual and host-
ing the Nowak Trophy together with the 
quarter-finals of the Bales Cup. But here 
we are again at the season’s end, still 
intact but probably all weary of bowls. 
When you consider how much we play, 
internally and externally, in leagues and 
cups over an outdoor season of only      

tion successes. With two of last year’s 
players moving up to the ‘A’ team, 
Stan’s ‘B’ team found life pretty diffi-
cult in Central 2, rarely showed their 
true form and were relegated. Hopefully 
they will bounce back next year. 
 

 

                                   

Outdoor Club Leagues & Competitions Report 2006 

Mens Captain’s Report September 2006 

down this year, which was a little     
disappointing but mainly due to only 
eight entries for the Ladies’ Singles. 
Not good so “Come on, Ladies, let’s do 
better than that next year”. But overall 
it has gone quite well. I have tried to be 
fair and I allowed some extensions, but 
the bottom line is to try much harder to 
play your games as soon as possible. 
However, the Semi-Finals were played 
just about on time and by the time you 
read this the Finals will have been    
decided. 
 

 

Equipment & Green Comments 
 

Points to Note: 
  
1. Equipment. It will make lighter work 
for everyone if each rink gets its own 
equipment out. Don’t stand and chat 
while others work 

 

 2. Equipment Hut. Several times this 
year left unlocked with the door wide 
open all night. Responsibility of last 
rink to finish 

 

 3. Divots. The green has taken a batter-
ing this year; some of you take out a lot 
of divots through bad delivery. When 
the nets are down and divots are still 
taken out, you know you have a        
problem. I know visitors do it as well 
but the remedy starts at home. 
 

 Club Competitions 

  Club Championship entries were 
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Could this be the 
face in the mirror. 
Or could the Name 
be in the story? 

Outdoor Club Leagues 

 

Connaught Bowls Club 

Buck ingham  Cup 

Sponsored By 

Doris & Buck Buckingham 

To End My Report 

 

Connaught Bowls Club 
Inv itation Shield 

Sponsored By 

Marjorie  & Vernon Plumpton 

Thelma & Roy West 

Continued on page Four 



T 
he ‘A’ team, for various reasons 
missing four players from the 2005 

promotion-winning team, had to play in 
South 1 with a very small squad; holiday 
absences did not make things any easier. 
Staying up had to be the main objective 
and this was achieved with a mid-table 
finish. 
 

I n the various cup competitions we got 
through the early rounds but then met 

our Waterloos! I will always remember 
playing in the away rink at Fleggburgh 
in the Fermoy! 
 

W 
e teamed up with the Ladies in 
the Jermy Cup, where Thetford 

took revenge for last year’s semi-final 
defeat by putting us out in the second 
round. However, also with the Ladies, 
we did retain the Nowak Trophy and we 
regained the Invitation Shield by beating 
holders, Ashill, in the final.  We won 

most of the tourist matches and the local 
friendlies against Barnham and          
Wymondham Dell. 
 

I n the county championships we 
seemed always to be playing against 

Thetford opposition. We had some suc-
cesses but generally fell in the early 
rounds. The individual performance of 
the season came from Jim Ross in the 
Champion of Champions. Jim took cur-
rent England international, John Red-
nall, to a best of three ends decider at 
Felixtowe and just lost out to a precision 
draw with the last shot.  
 

I n the internal head to heads, the EBA 
‘A’ beat the ‘B’ team in the Redmill 

Trophy. In the final match of the season 
the Gentlemen bravely beat the Ladies 
to retain the Ken Young Cup after hav-
ing faced a female “Haka” at the outset. 
Incorporating the match into a merged 

Captains’ Day and Benevolent Day 
made for a brilliant end to the season. 
 

T 
hank you to Bill, our desktop pub-
lishing expert, who has supported 

the whole club with a wide range of 
printed material, and to Diana for putting 
up with the hours he spends doing it. 
And of course Denny and his Merry Men 
for their green and ground work. And 
everybody else who helped during the 
season. And  all the club members who 
supported us. 
 

Until next year – our Club Tour year 

 

MIKE PARSONS, (Club Captain) 
 

  On the non-playing front, Christ-
mas is not very far away! So Vera 
will shortly be putting a large box in 
the bar for any gift (full bottles of 
drink!)  you could donate for the 
Christmas Draw, This is a very good 
fund raiser for the Club, so please 
lend as much support  as possible. 
Most things gratefully accepted. 
 

  Thanks to Denny and his Merry 
Band of Men for their Green and 
ground work every week and to Ralf 
for keeping the clubhouse spotless 
throughout.  

    At  time of writing  only one in-
ternal Ladies Competition Final has 
been played. Sheila once again be-
coming ladies singles champion, 
beating Hazel after playing 25 ends, 
Well done to both of them. Also well 
done to the La-
dies who helped 
to win the Invita-
tion Shield, 
when the Club 
beat last year’s 
winners, Ashill, 
in the   final. 
 

   Once again thanks to Bill for the 
printing of the team sheets and 
leagues etc, to John for newspaper 
reports, and to both for the website. 
 

    Finally a huge Thank You to all  
Ladies who helped with catering 
throughout the season; we could not 
have managed without you..  

 

Well Done All You Girls 

Sylvia Parsons 
(Ladies’ Captain) 

Mens Captain’s Report Continues 

Ladies Captains Report Continues 

holiday at various times. That has a big 
effect on results when you only have a 
few to pick from 

 

  The friendlies were rather disastrous; 
played four and lost four (Watton were 
unable to field a team). These games 
have been run by Liz with Joyce's help - 
thanks to both of them.  
 

 We will need to think seriously about 
friendly matches next season. With 
games going on nearly every night of 
the week, understandably certain players 

do not want to turn out on a Wednesday 
afternoon as well. This will be discussed 
at our next committee meeting 

  Yet another outdoor season finished! 
To start on a personal note, it has been 
much harder watching than it is playing, 
but as has been said many times you 
never bowl a bad wood in the conserva-
tory! 
 

 Starting with the Breckland league. I 
must say well done to a very small 
squad, which just missed out on third 
place by a single point. This was very 
commendable as they played most of 
the season with only two recognised  
skips and several players were away on 

Ladies Captains Report 

We played five Ladies tourist games, coming out on top in nearly all of them,- well done for that.  
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Connaught Bowls Club 

M ix ed Pairs 

Sponsored By 

Brenda & Harold Yates 

Continued below 



T 
he Committee has again arranged a 
programme of entertainments for 

the Winter months. 
 

O 
n October 28th we shall have a 
“spooky” Halloween 

Party,  probably incorporat-
ing a Beetle Drive. Witches 
and Warlocks welcome, 
broomsticks to be parked 
outside!  Watch notice board 
for details.  
 

N 
ovember 18th  is the date for the 
Barn Dance.   Dave Cork will be 

back again  to get us all dancing.  (to the 

 best of our abilities!)  

W 
e have decided not to organise a 
New Year Party this year, BUT if 

we find that there is a demand for one 
we will have another think.  Your views 
would be appreciated 

 

W 
e start off the New Year with a 
Whist Drive in  

January.   Sorry if this 
event didn’t “gel” last 
year, but we intend to 
seek advice from some 
of you experienced 
Whist Player this time!   
(Any volunteers please?) 

 

 

P 
lease watch  notice board for details of these events 

H 
eather and John have something 
good up their sleeves for February. 

(But not a quiz, we understand!)  
 

 

 

 

Margaret. 
 

Entertainments Programme 2006/7 

Short Mat Season 2006/7 

Ashill mixed Triples League 2006 
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 give your full support  
to the  

hard-working officials 

 

March sees the return 
of the ever popular  

“Pearlies” 

  We have enjoyed a very good season 
in this league once again. We are to  
congratulate the “D” team for winning 
Division 4 and earning promotion next 
season to Division 3. The “A” team 
played well but only managed second 
place this year in Division 1 with Ashill 
winning the title. Also in Division 1 the 
“B”  team rallied towards the end of the 
season and avoided relegation by finish-
ing third from bottom. The “C” team  
had a good late spurt in Division 4 and 
finished in a respectable position 

   I would like to thank the Captains, 
Alan Sparrow, Alison Rush and Alan 
Marshall for their support and hard 
work during the season – they all did a 
very good job and everything ran very 
smoothly. I do hope they are willing 
to stand again next year! 
 

 14 players attended the Ashill 
League presentation night at the Ashill 
Club when the “D” team received 
their trophy and a cheque for £50. The 
Club Treasurer quickly took charge of 

the cheque!  
 

   Well done to everyone who played 
in the Ashill this year; very simply, 
without you we would not be able to 
take part in the league at all. 
 

 

SHEILA BRAGG - 
 (Captain)  

D 
erek Liles has taken over from 
Ken Lurcock as Chairman. Thank 

you, Ken, and good luck to Derek! 
 

  Russell Hales remains Short Mat 
Captain overall and is in direct charge 
of the Breckland ‘A’ team. Alison 
Rush takes over from Stan Groom as 
Breckland ‘B’ captain and Heather 
Winup starts her fourth stint as South 
Norfolk captain. Bob Oatway is Mike 
Parsons’ successor as Tens League 
captain. Thank you to Stan and Mike 
for their hard work in sometimes diffi-
cult circumstances. 
 

  The Breckland ‘A’ side remains 
our best bet for honours but we hope 
that a stronger ‘B’ squad will continue 
to climb the table. The South Norfolk 
side will be mixed-strength but com-
petitive and we will fight hard in the 
very challenging Tens League. 
 

   The internal leagues and individu-
al competitions have attracted good 
entries and the regular Roll Ups will 
take place on Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons from 1:30pm. Thank you to 
all those running the Roll Ups. Watch 
the noticeboards for updates and any 
changes etc.  

   Lastly, give your full support to the 
hard-working officials, Sheila Bragg 
as Secretary and with a main responsi-
bility for external matters, and Phil 
King responsible for internal competi-
tions. It will be a great help to Phil if 
you play your competition matches AS 
EARLY AS POSSIBLE.    



 

Thanks for 
sponsoring us 
By Advertising  
at the Club 
And for the  
support you 

Have 
Given us 
This Year 
 Thanks 
Also to 

Ken Ramsbottom 

For 
Co-ordinating  

The 
Advertising 

and 
Support 
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CLUB COMPETITIONS          WINNER                        2006                  RUNNER UP 

LADIES SINGLES                 SHEILA BRAGG                                                    HAZEL BANKS 

MENS SINGLES                        JIM ROSS                                                            JOHN WINUP  

LADIES PAIRS               H BANKS & S BRAGG                                      L MAKINGS & V MOORE 

MENS PAIRS                  K BANKS & R  WELLS                                       I MOORE & T MAKINGS  

MIXED PAIRS                        H.& J. WINUP                                                J, & K. RAMSBOTTOM 

MIXED TRIPLES  E OATWAY, M PARSONS, T MAKINGS           A CASTLE, D THURSTON, J ROSS 

Club House and Green, 
Station Road, 
Attleborough, 

Norfolk NR17 2AS 

Telephone: 
Attleborough (01953) 456426 

ers of all standards. Secondly, it 
takes you out of the comfort zone 
of the Men’s EBA leagues and our 
internal competitions. 
    
  If you are hibernating in the 
winter just phone your name and 
entries to Derek Liles (01953 
455475) and he will arrange to 
collect the fees. 
 

   At time of this report Derek 
has not received the entry forms 
etc for the Men’s Over-55 compe-
titions; these will give us another 
good opportunity for wider com-
petitive play. 

   A few players each year enter 
the competitions (Singles, Pairs, 
Triples and Fours), but frankly 
the response from a bowls club of 
Connaught’s size is pathetic. Let 
us try to remedy that next year 

 

   There is a form on the internal 
noticeboard for individuals to 
enter their names. The entries, 
together with entry fees, must be 
with Derek Liles by 20 October. 
What does it cost? The answer is 
“£2.90 per person per event”. 
However, the Club does not 
charge green fees at home for 
county competitions and obvious-
ly you will not pay any more if 
you play away. 
 

   What do I get out of it? First-
ly, good competition against play-

Men’s EBA County Competitions 

 

Connaught Bowls Club 

We are on The web @ 

www.connaughtbowlsclub.com 

& 

www.attleboroughonline.co.uk/ 
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Club Outdoor Internal Competitions, Cups & Trophies   

W Ann Westwood, Jim Ross.

RU Pauline Groom, Len Hazell.

W
Kev in Noble, Dav id Warne,         

Diana Adcock.

RU
Christine Musk, Barry  

Westwood, Sheila Bragg.

W Eric Sopp

RU Stella Jones

W Connaught EBA "A" 

RU Connaught EBA "B" 

W

Captain Mike's Team                   

(Top Block)                                

Bill Adcock Keith Banks               

Barry  Westwood Dav id Warne

RU

Captain Sy lv ia's Team                

(Top Block)                                

Sheila Bragg Hazel  Banks           

Diana Adcock Liz Bebb

W Connaught 

RU Ashill 

Barry/Moore W
Eric Sopp, Len Thurston,             

Sheila Bragg, Ken Lurcock 

Summer League RU
Alison Rush, Terry  Dennis,          

Peter King, Doreen Wood 

Invitation Shield

Pairs               

(Brenda & Harold)

Buckingham Cup    

(Doris & Buck)

Sid Watson         

Charity Cup

Ken Young  Cup 

Captains Day

Redmill Trophy



P W L SD PTS P W L SD PTS

14 10 3 209 50 14 11 3 206 51.5

13 8 3 102 44 14 10 4 220 48

14 8 5 6 40 13 9 4 96 41

14 7 6 -29 34 14 7 7 85 40

14 6 6 -63 33 13 7 6 -1 31.5

13 5 7 -3 30.5 14 5 9 -119 29

14 4 10 -45 27 14 4 10 -178 22

14 3 11 -177 16 14 2 12 -309 12

P W D L F A SD PTS

10 9 1 0 637 408 229 63

11 7 1 3 610 507 103 53

11 7 0 4 598 545 53 49

10 4 0 6 513 486 27 36

11 3 0 8 473 593 -120 36

11 3 0 8 489 632 -143 30

9 3 0 6 424 583 -159 29

P W D L For Against SD PTS

11 8 2 1 616 451 165 69

11 7 1 3 576 510 66 52

10 5 3 2 519 457 62 50

10 3 2 5 520 551 -31 37

12 4 1 7 585 635 -50 37

11 3 1 7 418 576 -158 30

11 3 0 8 539 593 -54 29

P W D L For Against SD PTS

10 7 1 2 547 465 82 57

11 8 1 2 606 519 87 54

11 5 1 5 525 513 12 46

11 3 2 6 533 584 -51 39

10 3 1 6 501 497 4 35

10 3 2 5 476 533 -57 33

11 3 2 6 515 592 -77 32

P W D L For Against SD PTS

22 17 0 5 369 269 73 34

22 13 1 8 370 310 60 27

22 13 1 8 341 327 14 27

22 13 0 9 415 315 100 26

22 12 1 9 357 362 -5 25

22 11 0 11 363 371 -8 22

22 11 0 11 346 371 -25 22

22 10 0 12 351 360 -9 20

22 8 2 12 373 354 19 18

22 8 1 13 354 397 -43 17

22 8 0 14 315 377 -62 16

22 5 0 17 286 400 -114 10

Attleborough "B"

Swaffham

Attleborough

Mundford

Breckland Ladies  

League  Division (1) 

Thetford

 Wymondham

(9) Mike Parsons

(6) Elaine Oatway

(5) Keith Staines

Barry/Moore League

(7) John Askew

(11) Ivor Moore

(1) Ralf Ramm

(10) Liz Bebb

(4) Bim Wood

(12) Ken Ramsbottom

Swaffham Town "C"

(2) Ken Lurcock

(8) Doreen Wood

(3) Jim Ross
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 Watton "C"
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 Connaught "C"

Connaught "B"

Swaffham Town "A"

Connaught "D"

Dereham St Nicholas

Ashill League: 

Division Four

Connaught "A"

Thetford "B"

Thetford "A"

Bradenham "A"

Ashill (A)

Ashill League 

Division One

Watton

Ashill

Diss "A"

Swardeston

Harleston Rec

Gissing

Dickleburgh

Norfolk B C  "B"

Attleborough "A"

 Hansells Solicitors      

Norfolk E.B.A  League 

  South One

Mattishall

Hansells Solicitors  

Norfolk EBA League     

Central Two

Thetford "B"

Dereham

Wicklewood

Shipdham

Bradenham

Ashill "B"

Pulham K H

External 
Leagues  
2006 

Internal 
Club 

League 
2006 


