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MEN’S EBA LEAGUE 

 

This is the most important competition entered by the 
Club with two teams being fielded on Wednesday 
evenings. There is a Premier Division and Zonal Divisions. 
Connaught ‘A’ plays in South 1 and Connaught ‘B’ in 
South 2.  That is a fair reflection of Connaught’s playing 
status; the gulf between the Premier Division and zonal 
1st divisions is high but a club of our size and facilities 
should always have a 1st division side. 

 

However, in 2017 Connaught ‘A’ did struggle in a very 
strong South 1 and just avoided relegation on the last 
day. Highlights were a 5-0 and 75-44 win at Diss ‘A’ and 
two 4-1 wins against Gissing ‘B’. Low points included two 
1-4 defeats against fellow strugglers, Shotford. We still 
picked up enough points to finish above Shotford and 
Wymondham ‘B’. 

 

Peter Hambling captained Connaught ‘A’ very 
conscientiously. He brought in four players from last 
year’s ‘B’ side, Graham Benefer, Joe Li-Rocchi, Roy Taylor 
and Mark Watson, who all responded well, and we hope 
that a team in transition will settle down next season. 

 

Connaught ‘B’ captained by Terry Shoebridge, finished 
bottom of a South 2 division only 6-strong and bedevilled 
by withdrawals. The side’s last match was not even 
played because Diss ‘B’ could not raise a side. Scole, a 
strong team, dominated the division and Wortwell and 
Long Stratton were useful. For the most part 
Connaught’s defeats were narrow ones so not all was 
bad. Terry’s options were limited by the illness of regular 
players and selection was not always easy. However, he 
was well-supported by a loyal core of players and 
remains a talented player himself. Several players had 
good seasons.  
 

 

including Mike Minshull who also became club singles 

champion. 

There seemed to be problems with the EBA leagues, e.g 

cancellation of matches, and both Connaught sides 

undoubtedly suffered from this. There could be 

structural changes next season but irrespective of that 

we will continue to turn out sides. Recruitment of some 

experienced and younger players would be a bonus! 

 

OTHER EBA COMPETITIONS 

 

Despite the travails in the leagues, Connaught had a good 

run in cup competitions. In the Bales Cup a mixed ‘A’ and 

‘B’ side beat Hingham away and Thetford at home before 

succumbing to Wymondham Dell. In the Fermoy Cup 

(one rink at home and one away) Connaught ‘A’ beat 

Hingham and Connaught ‘B’ had a stunning win against 

Aldiss Park. The sides then played each other, with 

Connaught ‘A’ winning. In the quarter-final Connaught ‘A’ 

came second on a bad night to solid Cawston fours. 

The crowning glory was reaching the semi-final of the 

Jermy Cup, the only mixed competition run by the 

Norfolk Bowls Association (6 men and 6 women in a 

team). Good away wins at Diss and Swaffham were 

followed by a semi-final defeat by just 4 shots against 

County Arts the eventual winners 

 

AGE CONCERN LEAGUE 

 

 Quite a few clubs in our Ashill/ EBA leagues play in the 

ACL so there should be no problem in joining this 

afternoon league.  Joining is an option which the club is 

considering see list in our clubhouse for details 

 

NOTE FROM EDITORS 
It is a few years now since we issued a Newsletter; we felt that our very proactive website provided sufficient 

information on a daily basis about club activities. However, there are still people who do not access the 

Internet and a Newsletter does give a concise overview of what has happened and what is to come. In this 

edition, we will look back on the outdoor season and forward to the winter and short mat; we also 

emphasise the volunteer flavour of the Club We hope in particular that newer members will see how much 

goes on and will take the opportunity to widen their involvement. We would usually commission a foreword 

from Chairman, Mick Utting, but have decided not to disturb his annual holiday in Ireland (that Guinness 

demands much concentration) but know that Mick thanks you all for your efforts and wishes you all well. 

 



  
ASHILL MIXED TRIPLES LEAGUE 

This league is played on a Tuesday evening to EBA rules. 

As with similar leagues it is not run by the county 

association. Three triples in a side and there must be 

men and women in a triple. There are four divisions and 

Connaught had one team in Div 1 and two teams in Div 3. 

Roy Taylor was captain overall and ran the Oak team in 

Div 1, while David Flatt and Alison Rush ran the Ash and 

Elm teams respectively in Div 3. 

Connaught Oak finished 3rd in Div 1, Connaught Ash 2nd in 

Div 3 and Connaught Elm 5th (out of 6) in Div 3. Not a bad 

season but as usual Connaught cannot get its number of 

sides quite right. A clear decision was taken to reduce 

from 4 teams to 3, on account of not enough women 

players willing to turn out, but this did result in over-

large squads for Ash and Elm and players not getting 

games. The Ashill League remains fragmented, with only 

6 to 7 teams in a division, with teams allowed too easily 

to cancel matches and with no week to week continuity. 

LADIES BRECKLAND LEAGUE 

This league is played on a Monday evening to EBA 

rules and is not a county association league. Catherine 

Branch captained the side and found the league 

reduced to four teams after the late withdrawal of 

Mundford and earlier withdrawal of other clubs. A 

position of 3rd was rather meaningless especially as 

the last game against Thetford could not be played. It’s 

all rather sad for Catherine and Connaught Ladies, 

always stalwart supporters of the league and who are 

a very useful side at full-strength. There is talk of more 

teams next season and this really has to be the case if 

the league is to survive. 

 

UPPER WAVENEY FEDERATION LEAGUE 

This is a two-division league spanning North Suffolk and 

South Norfolk. (Federation Bowls is a slightly different 

version of the game, widespread in the Eastern Counties, 

which provides for smaller greens than allowed in EBA 

bowls. All Federation leagues allow men and women to 

play in teams with no restrictions on numbers).  Teams in 

the Upper Waveney comprise 4 triples ie 12 players in all. 

Connaught first entered in 2014, winning promotion and 

finishing 3rd in Div 1 ever since (always behind Gissing 

and Diss). In Div 1 we play on mainly EBA-sized greens 

against familiar opponents from the EBA leagues but also 

against clubs who play Federation only. We play mainly 

on Thursday evenings.  

2017 saw Connaught reaching its highest points total yet 

and being the only team to beat Diss. Diss still failed to 

pip Gissing who won the title for the umpteenth year on 

the trot. John Winup again captained a very loyal squad 

of about 18 regular players and of about 8 others willing 

to turn out.  

In the Upper Waveney Cup we beat Beeches and then 

just lost at Pulham Market on an evening when the EBA 

‘A’ side had a match. 

The Upper Waveney League runs its own individual 

competitions and Connaught did well. At the finals week-

end at Gissing Sheila Bragg won the Ladies Singles and 

with Sylvia Parsons the Ladies Pairs. Paul McDonald was 

runner-up in the Champion of Champions and Graham 

Benefer runner-up in the Men’s Singles having beaten 

John Winup in the semi-final. Sheila Bragg’s efforts in 

three winning matches, one semi-final and two finals, in 

one day were incredible. 

 

There are also Indoor Fixture Cards, available to all members, which you can pick up from the table just 

inside the main entrance to the clubhouse. At the time they went to print the cards would not have 

contained all the dates shown in this newsletter but their main purpose is to set out the playing 

programme. 

Some dates may change and others will be added or removed as the season progresses. Look at the 

website connaughtbowlsclub.co.uk and the club noticeboards.  

 

SING YOUR HEART OUT ORGANISERS 
 

Summer and winter a team of club members turn out make the clubhouse ready for SYHO 

 

Richard Harrison, Steve Barclay, John Winup, Paul McDonald, Mike Minshull and Barry Osborne 

http://www.connaughtbowlsclub.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB COMPETITIONS 

We congratulate the winners of the individual competitions 

and also of various other regular competitions. Full details 

are on our website Thank you to Steven Yates and family for 

again sponsoring the Pairs Day. 

The individual competitions are seeing newer players 

coming through and particular congratulations to Mike 

Minshull on winning the Men’s Singles and beating 3 former 

winners in Mike Parsons, John Winup and Bill Adcock. 

However, Sylvia Parsons, of the “old guard”, is still 

resolutely fending off all comers and this year Pat Benefer 

was the one to suffer in the Ladies’ Singles.  

The Barry/Moore League was the leading competition and 

played mainly on a Friday evening. Five rinks of triples and a 

good mix of players provided some entertaining bowling 

and a steady use of the green. Chiefly through re-

arrangement of other matches, some Barry/Moore sessions 

were shifted to other evenings   

OTHER BOWLS 

 

We hosted and won the Nowak Trophy, a competition 
run for charity. We hosted our own Invitation Shield but 
finished last behind Diss, Ashill and Bradenham. Thank 
you to the Diana & Bill Adcock and the Plumpton’s for 
sponsoring once more. We hosted a Norfolk County 
friendly against Suffolk and as a club played against the 
Norfolk Past Presidents and the Norfolk Vice-Presidents. 
We went to Thetford for the annual 6-rink friendly and 
also travelled to Colchester for a 6-rink friendly (All 
Captained by David Flatt); both clubs are due to come to 
Connaught next year. As usual a number of ladies’ 
friendly matches were played Captained by Pat Barton. 
We played some Federation friendlies against Upper 
Waveney sides. 
Internally the roll-up sessions continued on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays and were quite well-attended. Thank you to all 

the organisers. There are quite a few roll-up only players 

in the Club and if that is all you want, then fine. But do 

consider joining in more widely – the Barry/Moore 

League is the obvious step up 

 

The tour to Bournemouth in early September was hugely 

successful and there is a full website report. See 

http://www.connaughtbowlsclub.co.uk/ 

 

COACHING 

Geoff Randle, with some support from club 
members, continued to take the coaching sessions on 
Saturdays from 1000-1200. The club is hugely 
indebted to him. Each year we distribute 4000 or so 
leaflets round Attleborough (thank you to Alison, 
Mike and family members for doing the job so well 
this year) and always attract members of the public. 
A few more have joined the Club this year and we 
welcome you all – this Newsletter gives you some 
idea of what goes on. 

We noticed some misunderstanding by club 

members about the coaching. It has always been 

free to club members. The only proviso is that you 

are not coming for a glorified roll-up. You play under 

Geoff’s instruction and the supervision of his helpers. 

 

Lists are up for all our internal 

competitions and are being well-

subscribed. At time of writing they will 

remain up for a few more days. Please put 

your name down and again, if you are 

new, do not hesitate to join in. You will 

learn from experienced players who will 

be pleased to help you. We all had to start 

somewhere. 

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Connaught is run by a Management Committee on a volunteer basis with representatives from different parts of the 

Club. What we might term the “engine-room” comprises Chairman Mick Utting, Secretary Richard Harrison and 

Treasurer Derek Liles and these all spend a lot of personal time on Club duties. Our thanks to them. We mention other 

volunteers in other paragraphs 

 

IN MEMORY 

We remember those members who 

have passed away. 
 

 



 
 

  

DIARY DATES 
 

The following are known at time of writing: 

10.00am Saturday 30 September  Short Mat Coaching New Players 

10.00am Saturday 7 October Short Mat Coaching New Players 

7.00pm Saturday 7 October Ladies Section AGM 

7.00pm Saturday 14 October Social Evening Bournemouth Tour Group 

7.00pm Friday 17 November Club AGM 

7.00pm Saturday 18 November Prize Bingo 

tba pm   Saturday 2 December Christmas Dinner in Clubhouse 

7.00pm Friday 8 December Christmas Draw and Outdoor Season Trophy Presentation 

Dates can also be viewed on our Club website connaughtbowlsclub.co.uk 

SHORT MAT 
The Club takes short mat bowls very seriously, 
both as a game and because it is so vital in keeping 
the club open throughout the winter. We cater for 
every level of player. Compared with outdoor 
bowls there are not separate competitions for 
men and women; everything is mixed. 
We are again running four teams in external 

leagues. Sylvia Parsons captains Connaught ‘A’ 

and Mike Minshull Connaught ‘B’, both in the 

Breckland League. Alison Rush captains the South 

Norfolk side and Bob Oatway the Tens League 

side. Connaught teams are always competitive but 

nowadays do not win as many titles as previously; 

we face various specialised clubs who play short 

mat all year round. A few of our players again will 

be representing Norfolk in county competitions. 

Internally we run a Thursday/Friday evening triples 

league, a Tuesday afternoon triples league and 

individual competitions for singles, pairs and 

triples. The popular Thurgood Shield, a two-wood 

drawn pairs competition, brings the season to a 

close in April 

Roll-up sessions take place on Monday and 

Wednesday afternoons and these are always well-

attended. 

. 

This playing programme means that Connaught 
almost certainly is the largest short mat club in 
Norfolk. We take a pride in developing our own 
players and are laying on some Saturday morning 
coaching sessions for players totally new to the 
game. Obviously, we are thinking of those who 
have just started bowls outdoors and, we are 
hoping for some members of the public as a result 
of Richard Harrison, Club Secretary, recently 
attending a community event in the Town. The 
first session starts on 30 September, 10.00am. 

Dress informal for these sessions only but wear 
soft flat-soled shoes. Woods will be provided 
However, if you are a club member and are new to 
the game, do not hesitate to come to roll-up 
sessions. People will always help you. But, as with 
all our internal play, please wear greys and 
whites and proper bowling shoes to these 
sessions and bring your own woods. 

 

Lists are up for all our internal competitions and 
are being well-subscribed. At time of writing they 
will remain up for a few more days. Please put 
your name down and again, if you are new, do not 
hesitate to join in. You will learn from experienced 
players who will be pleased to help you. We all 
had to start somewhere 
 

http://www.connaughtbowlsclub.co.uk/


 

  

CATERING 
We have a virtually full-time Catering Officer in Sandra Adcock, ably assisted by husband Richard, chief helper 
Marianne Liles, by other helpers and by male waiting staff. The catering effort in summer is immense and to an extent 
shared eg there are rotas for post-match suppers. However, Sandra does all the hot-meal catering when we host 
major friendly matches and representative games and is involved in so much other stuff. The tea, coffee and biscuits 
for roll-ups etc do not arrive by accident! 

SOCIAL 
Reporting to the Management Committee, Moira Eades heads up the Social Committee which organises mainly 
Saturday evening functions and mainly during the winter. We have had a variety of entertainment such as flower 
arranging by Pat Barton, A treasure hunt, bingo & beetle drive evenings. At time of writing we are eagerly awaiting 
the Cabaret Night with its Tribute to Elvis and are looking forward to seeing him again at our Christmas Dinner Again 
things do not happen by accident – bookings must be made, tickets sold, food prepared and the hall made ready. 
Moira and her team do all that and contribute much to the finances of the club  
 

 

BAR 
Bob Oatway, helped by Elaine, has been Bar 

Manager for a few years now and in that time has 

overseen a massive redesign of the serving area 

which looks very impressive. He has introduced 

successful new stock items while maintaining very 

reasonable prices. And of course he does a lot of the 

serving, especially on big occasions. Much of what 

he does remains unseen, importantly cleaning the 

pipes and other bar maintenance and purchasing 

stock. All incursions into personal time. We are 

fortunate also in having quite a few members who 

serve behind the bar on a rota basis. Turnover has 

increased considerably and margins are very 

reasonable. Big matches help as does the body of 

regular bar supporters. However, casual use visibly 

has got better. Subscriptions and rink/mat fees are 

unlikely to rise next year, largely thanks to the bar. 

Please remember that – just the occasional 

purchase of a soft drink also helps 

GREEN 

 

After some problems early in 2016, a big effort has gone into 

the green and the results were evident this past season. The 

surface was looking very good and playing smoothly. Thanks 

are due to Gavin, our green keeper and his team, who of 

course work on a contract basis, do much of the labour and 

provide the technical know-how. However, backing them up 

is Steve Barclay the Green Liaison Officer who reports to the 

Management Committee. Steve has taken his job to heart 

and rarely a day passes when he is not on the green, 

changing markings, watering, and watching carefully for 

bowling from the hip! Steve is helped by a few other 

volunteers – Dennis Branch, Joe Li-Rocchi, Mike Minshull, 

Jim Squire Colin Barton and Graham Benefer who 

undertake the necessary task throughout the year of early 

morning sweeping of dew/removal of worm casts from the 

green. Good to see also that Steve’s education programme is 

working and that we all are starting to swish away worm 

casts before playing. The green is now closed and the 

autumn and winter maintenance programme is under way 

 

 

WORKING GROUP, GARDENERS AND CLEANING  

 

Following in the footsteps of Mike Parsons, Jim Squire runs the working group which meets regularly to do all those 
maintenance tasks in and around the clubhouse. These will include work on the benches, cleaning the gutters, 
painting of outbuildings, and many other things. Jim will also recommend to the Management Committee engaging 
contractors when specialist help is necessary. Jim is happily back at the Club after bouts of serious illness this year and 
has praised Mike Minshull for taking on much of the burden in his absence. 

 

The surrounds to our green have received considerable praise from many visitors and again no accident. An all-female 
team of Joan Knox, Annabelle Sopp, Brenda Cox, and Carolina Li-Rocchi design, plant, weed, prune with amazing 
speed and thoroughness. Marianne Liles for planting and tending the flower pots.  
This work party for more helpers If you would like to help contact Joan Knox 
 

Elaine Oatway is the Club’s cleaner and of course is helped by Bob with the really heavy tasks. Elaine is paid but she 

puts in work way beyond that. Again visitors often comment on the cleanliness of the clubhouse and changing rooms 

and she really regards these as part of her home. She and Bob know where everything is and for example mislaid kit 

and clothing usually finds its way back to the rightful owner 

 



 

 

 

ROLL-UP ORGANISERS 

 

Summer and winter a team of people turn out to open up the club for roll-ups, organise the play, 
collect the rink/mat fees, make the tea, wash-up, make sure everything is locked up. Thank you to 
them all 

 

Barry Osborne, Malcolm Starbuck, Mike Minshull, Malcolm Southgate and Rob Woolley 

 

CLUB CAPTAINS 

 

Names have been mentioned throughout the Newsletter and our thanks are due to all the captains. All 
have their own style and all will have their critics, but somebody has to select teams, make out lists, 
organise travel arrangements, see that equipment is put out and that catering is organised, telephone 
non-arrivals, make speeches. And additionally deal with “Don’t put me with him”, “Why aren’t I 
skipping?”, “I must play the early session”, “You have put him 3 and he can’t read a head to save his life”, 
“We have just decided to go on holiday”.  

CHARITY 

 

Sometimes with the help of visitors but often just by ourselves, the Club members have given very 
generously this year. Examples are: sums of £403.50 (Nowak Trophy) and £192.29 to the Norfolk Zipper 
Club, £263.75 + Gift Aid split between Star Throwers and the British Heart Foundation (Roy Taylor’s 
birthday do), £300 to the N & N Cardiac Unit (Malcolm Starbuck’s 75th birthday), £193 + Gift Aid to Star 
Throwers (fines imposed during the Bournemouth tour). There is more for the Zipper Club and Star 
Throwers in the collecting tins at the bar. We will be selling poppies for Remembrance Day. Some of us 
are old enough to have served in the Forces and all will have relatives who served. Thank you all. 
 

NOTE FROM CLUB PRESIDENTS  

 

Diana (Adcock) and I are both coming to the end of our two-year periods of office as Ladies’ 

President and Club President respectively. We have both enjoyed our duties immensely and give our 

best wishes to our successors, whoever they may be. I would like to thank Diana, who knows the 

Club and protocol etc inside out and who quietly and without fuss put me right on several occasions. 

And dare I say she provided an always elegant presence as a contrast to me         

JOHN WINUP 

 

WEBSITE 

 

Many bowls clubs have websites but most of these are fairly 
static. Ours is very proactive and is updated probably several 
times a day. Owing to changes of policy by companies like 
Microsoft it was necessary to transfer the hosting task to a 
contractor who also redesigned the site. The new format is 
now in regular use. However, little else has changed because 
we still do all the input directly under Bill Adcock’s 
management. For a person of, shall we say, advancing years 
Bill is an amazing IT guru and has built up on the website 
over the years a mine of information about our Club. Bill is 
now helped by Bob Oatway and Brian Matthews and also 
has organised a group of website reporters who provide text, 
mainly match reports 
 

COMPETITION ORGANISER 

As well as chairing the Club’s Management 

Committee and having to deal daily with a wide 

range of Club business, routine and non-

routine, Mick Utting organises all the internal 

competitions throughout the year. This is a big 

and sometimes thankless task, but all those 

lists, league tables, draws, organisation of 

drives, timetables etc are absolutely essential. 

Of all jobs this seems to attract most comment 

because it affects all of us of all the time. Many 

experts emerge but never to the extent of 

wishing to take the job over 

 


